Approved For Releasp^OO 


heir 



r00183R0001 001 10082-3 


On Nevjus Tract 


Arlington Speakers 
Oppose Movement, 
Urge Sale of Site 

Controversy over eventual use 
of the Government-owned Nevius 
tract of 27 acres adjacent to Ar- 
lington Cemetery was renewed to- 
day by witnesses before a House 
Public Works subcommittee. 

Legislation to .set aside the area 
for a National monument dedi- 
cated to the ideals of America was 
approved by spokesmen . for the 
National Capital Park and Plan- 
ning Commission, the Interior De- 
partment and the Public Buildings 
Administration* 

Opposing the bill, Representa- 
tive Sjnith, Democrat of Virginia, 
and A. H. Lijpdberg, Arlington 
County Manager, urged instead 
legislation to %ee the sale of the 
property to the highest responsible 
bidder. This measure, however, 
would exclude,,, as bidders the 
United States, any State or any of 
their political subdivisions. 

The Nevius tract was acquired 
by the United States in 1948 
through condemnation procedure 
at the cost of SI, 6 million as a site 
!for a proposed veterans’ hospital. 
The Veteran^ Administration, 
■Mem however ' changed its plans and is 
' by now expects to build the hospital 
the on the §9ldi ersVH ome grounds, 
to Reynolds Urges Approval, 
sum- W. E. Reynolds, commissioner 
of public bui^ings, who has 
the Coai't’c of the site, urged approval 
''hlchjOf the bill tQ set-up a coiiiijiission 


i 


Hearing Today 
on _.evius Trad 
Memorial Bill 

A memorial project is proposed 
lor the so-called Nevius Tract in 
Arlington County in a bill up for 
public hearing today before the 
House Public Lands Sub-committee, 

The bili is sponsored by the Na- 
tional Capital Park and Planning 
Commission unji .the memorial it 
ptOpbSeS Is the project,. jf Albert 
!^ensfel<ler, St, Louis engineer and 

Arlington’s pounty Board is 
against it. Rep. Howard W. Smith 
(£>., Va.) jias introduced another bill 
to force sale o| the Nevius Tract, 
now owned by the Federal Govern- 
ment, so it will bg returned to 
Arlington’s tax rolls,. , 

The Nevius Tract ia„a, 27-acre 
piece of land directly , facing the Lin- 
coln Memorial, Washington Monu- 
ment and Capitol. NCPPC doesn’t 
want to see it developed as a private 
apartment or hotel site. 


museum features an<f exhibit rooms 
with an auditorium, in, a fancy 
architectural and landscaped set- 
ting. 
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